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 Three of the most practiced religions in the world 

are Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. Every religion 

has its unique holidays. I am going to be 

spotlighting one holiday, from each of the religions 

that are coming in the Spring. 

 To start off, let’s talk about Ramadan. Ramadan is one of the 

Islamic Lunar months. During the month of Ramadan, Muslims from all over 

the world fast. Lots of people assume that, during Ramadan, Muslims don’t 

eat for the whole day - that is partially true. During Ramadan, they get up 

really early in the morning, right before sunrise, and eat Suhoor (Sue-hoor). 

After that, for the whole day, they have to fast until sunset. Muslims not only 

fast from food and water, but also from smoking, anger, lying, gossiping, 

backbiting, and cursing too. After sunset, they are allowed to break their fast 

and eat and drink their Iftar (If-tar). At the end of Ramadan, Muslims come 

together for a celebration called Eid. During Eid, everyone prays together and 

after that, they all have a big feast. Another thing is, during Eid, you are not 

allowed to fast, they believe God says that after Ramadan it’s a day of 

celebration for everyone (Britanican 1-3). 

 Next up is Yom Ha’atzmaut. Yom Ha’atzmaut is a Jewish holiday 

and is Israel Independence Day. Usually, during this holiday, people light 

fireworks and have barbecues. Outside of Israel, people usually have family 

gatherings and house parties. In Israel, during Yom Ha’atzmaut they would 

have a large parade where everyone would come and watch people hold the 

Israel flag marching. 

 Next, we have Easter! Easter is a Christian 

holiday which celebrates the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ on the third day after his 

Crucifixion. The earliest recorded observance 

of an Easter celebration comes from the 2nd century. Christains 

celebrate this holiday by going to church (Hillerbran 1). People from all 

religions enjoy some of the fun Easter transitions that we see each 

Spring. The most famous Easter parade is the New York City Easter Parade 

on Fifth Avenue. Many people also enjoy  painting eggs which was originally 

a  Ukrainian tradition!  

 Finally, here are some people’s thoughts on these holidays! Let’s 

start with Farida Saad. She is a 7th grader that celebrates Ramadan! Here are 

her thoughts, “Well, we celebrate it because it's one of the rules we have in 

our religion, and to get close to Allah (God). Ramadan teaches us a lot of stuff 

like being patient. In Ramadan, we aren't allowed to say bad words or listen to 

bad music, so that's another thing that we learn. There is a quote that says 

"Ramadan is time to empty your stomach to feed your soul". Ramadan is the 

perfect time for all your sins to vanish!” Then we have Anonymous, this 

person is also a 7th grader and they celebrate Easter! Here are their thoughts, 

“On Easter, we celebrate the day Jesus resurrected. We take part in fun 

activities to remember this day in an exciting way.” Last but not least, we 

have Mrs.Peck. Here are her thoughts about Yom Ha’atzmaut, “Pass over 

teaches us about our right to be free. It is a time when families come together 

for a Seder dinner and reflect upon who we are and why God chose to put us 

here.”

https://www.britannica.com/topic/resurrection-religion
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/topic/crucifixion-capital-punishment
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 Springtime By Charlinanne Nutt 

 

Flowers bloom, trees grow, 

Water falls; winds blow  

Bees buzz, kids play 

Say hooray! Spring is today! 

 

 

Tulips By Charlianne Nutt 

Spring-blooming tulips 

Welcome the sun and open 

Their delicate buds 

 

Spring by Lucky Innocent                              

 

Spring time is now here 

Bringing joy to all people 

Flowers are blooming 

 

Godzilla by Danny Jaigua Quezada 

Black, scary, and tall 

Many shiny dorsal plates 

He breathes red hot fire 

 
 

 

Cooking with Amelia  

 
Click the title below to watch my tutorial  

 

 
Ginger Cookies 

                         

 
 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

              

The following is a list of students whose artwork was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CunDsWyJYt4&authuser=0


 

3 

 Autism Awareness Month by Mia Rodriguez Autism is a disorder that 

affects 1 out 68 American children. Autism is a spectrum disorder which means people with Autism 

can have a vast array of different strengths and challenges. For instance, some people with Autism are 

highly intelligent. Some people with Autism have a hard time maintaining eye contact with people, or 

sometimes they can’t talk. Also, many people with Autism are very sensitive to different noises or 

large groups (Sesame Street’s New Muppet Shows Girls have Autism, too 1). 

 

The history of Autism is a bit complicated because the disorder is still not completely 

understood. Originally, some doctors believed Autism was the result of “Refrigerator Parenting.” A 

man named Dr. Bernard Rimland debunked this falsehood. He had a son with Autism, and he proved 

that Autism had nothing to do with parenting. He created the Autism Society in the early 1970’s (Rudy 

2). 

         Before, the 1990’s people with Autism were only diagnosed with Autism if they had severe or 

debilitating symptoms. The causes of Autism have been debated for decades. Doctors that diagnose 

people with Autism are not sure what causes it.  One thing doctors do know for certain is that it affects 

more boys than girls (Young College Student's Autism Gives her Challenges and Brilliance 2). 

                    Many people wonder what it is like to have Autism. Having Autism can be difficult. 

Some people with Autism struggle with anxiety, making eye contact for a long period of time or 

tolerating loud noises.  Sometimes it is hard for people with Autism to be around a large group of 

people (Young College Student's Autism Gives her Challenges and Brilliance 2). 

April is Autism Awareness and Autism Acceptance Month.  This month is a special time 

when people who care about people with Autism raise awareness and acceptance. Autism advocates 

are often parents, family members and educators.  To show your support you can contribute to 

fundraisers and wear blue (Rudy 1). 

 

 

                                                     Student Reflection on Covid 19 By Anonymous  

                                          

              I was in history class finishing up a project when the intercom came alive with the afternoon 

announcements and announced that school would be closed for the next two weeks. My classmates 

jumped in triumph, and I walked out of the building and onto the bus as we drove off. 

             The next day I started to realize the stores were being stripped of items such as toilet paper, 

bottled water and canned food. That is when I  started feeling  weird. Next, the  Governor announced 

that the state of New Jersey was under a lockdown, and we could not travel out of a certain area.  

displayed in the Youth Art Month- Artworks Gallery digital 

exhibition for the Art Educators of NJ's art show: Elise 

Barrett, Sunny Carpinello, Finnessy Francoise, Aiman, 

Nawaz, Ernesto Ortiz, Lizbeth Ortiz, Brianna Polite, Alyssa 

Petisco, Sarah Shafe and Rida Siddiqui 

 
 

 

 

 
Lizbeth Ortiz, Grade 8 

 

 
 

                   

       
 

 
Elise Barrett, Grade, 8 
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            I  started my online school work the next day, and it seemed like I was going to be on easy 

street for the rest of the year. I’d  finish work, then play outside for the rest of the day with my friends. 

At first, it was okay. I was all  passing my classes with ease.  After  the two week mark ended,  I was 

still working at home, and I was no longer enjoying it as much. Not long after that,  I l found out that 

school would not be opening back up for the rest of the year. I didn't know how to feel.  I figured, “ok, 

I have barely any homework, so I’m  ok with it”. 

             My hair was starting to grow rapidly, and all the  barber shops, salons were closed. The bars, 

restaurants and small businesses were closed too, and it was  starting to feel  like New Jersey was 

beginning to crumble like the walls of Pompeii, but was still stuck in this bubble of my little town. My 

hair was growing as my clothes were shrinking, and I soon began to understand that this pandemic 

would soon engulf the entire world. I wasn't scared though. 

           By summer, things started to inch back to normal.  It  seemed like the stores finally came to an 

understanding that toilet paper, cleaning supplies and hand sanitizers needed to be limited to two per 

person.  

             In fall, my parents and  I decided I would  remain a  full time remote student.  I knew I had  to 

buckle down and really work, so that is what I did;  assignment after assignment with the assistance of 

my mother.  I was happy with my grades, but something still did not feel right. I just had to learn to 

live with it until I figured out how to navigate a post Covid world. 

                                                        

                     

 
 

                                                       The Invisible Symptoms 

By: Ryleigh Johnson 

 
 Everyone will ask about a cough, a sneeze, a fever or even a rash, but sometimes 

no one realizes the mental effect Covid has on people; especially children. Emergency 

rooms  have experienced a 24% increase in mental health related cases in children between 

5-11 years old compared to last year (Time). In older children, and teens, the increase is 

even larger, at 31%. This symptom of Covid might be the most critical, even though it is the 

most unrecognized (Time). 

 For many people, Covid is like a gigantic road block, or a huge break in the middle 

of life. Covid is making everyone think about things we didn’t have to worry about before like 

masks, social distancing, remote learning for kids, or family members getting sick. We have 

to take on all these new concerns and lose all the normalcy we had before the pandemic. We 

can’t always see friends, family or go out and have a little fun. Reports have shown that 

these adjustments have given people of all ages anxiety, forms of depression and other 

mental conditions (TIme). 

 Even children you know personally  feel that they have been affected by Covid.  

(All names were  removed  to conceal the identities)  A 7th grade student said, “Covid has 

made me feel like I’m all alone, I haven’t been able to see my friends or some parts of my 

family. I’m always stressed because of online learning, it is so much harder than in person 

learning. I’m in constant worry that I or someone I know will get sick.” 

             A sixth grade student said, “Covid made it easy to feel lonely and isolated. I have 

started only enjoying being by yourself or with my  family.” 

 
 
Gia Milinowicz, Grade 8 

 

 
 
 

 

Simran Jidoo, Grade 8 

 

 

 

Bon Voyage Mrs. Peck By Amelia Arif 

 

 

Q: Did you always know you wanted to 

be a teacher? 

A: I did. I knew when I was in 6th 

grade because my teacher inspired 

me. She taught me to believe in 

myself. She taught me to be the best 

student I could be. 

 

Q: If you were not a teacher, what 

would you be? 

A: I would be a social worker. I really 

like to help people. 

 

Q: If you could say something to your 

7th-grade self, what would it be? 
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           Fortunately, there are things you can do if you are feeling sad right now: Take a 

mental break; Go exercise, it helps produce serotonin;  take a calming bath; watch a funny  

movie, etc. You may not be able to see friends or family in person, so try and schedule video 

chats to talk and see each other. Do things that you enjoy, like play video games, arts and 

crafts, or maybe start  a game night with household members. Other things to try are 

meditation and limiting social media. Some people even need to talk to a counselor or 

therapist that helps them.  

 Most people feel that Covid has impacted their mental health in some way.  If you 

feel that you need to reach out to someone, email your guidance counselor. Guidance 

Counselor Emails Invisible symptoms can sometimes be the worst symptoms. Here are 

some mental health resources. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xerDV5PQKzuhmk_CylMv7VlopvnAlKFc 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

     Spotlight on Ms. Jolley 

 

Q:Did you always know you wanted to be a teacher? 

A: I did not always know. I used to want to be a veterinarian, but in middle school I wanted to work 

with people and be a doctor. Then, in college I decided to be a teacher. It was hard growing up 

because I was homeschool, so I wasn’t sure, but I thought it was worth a try. 

 

Q: If you were not a teacher, what would you be? 

A: I would do something like a zoo educator. 

 

Q: If you had a time machine, what year would you visit first? Why? 

A: Not 2020. Hmm, I’m not sure about that one... I don’t know. I can’t think of one because I don’t 

want to mess with time. 

 

Q: If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? 

 

 

A: I would say to believe in myself! 

And not to underestimate me. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite thing about 

online teaching? 

A: I love seeing my students in a 

relaxed atmosphere. 

 

Q: What is the first thing you want to do 

when Covid-19 is over? 

A: To spend time with my family and 

friends. I look also forward to 

traveling, seeing Broadway shows, 

and going to restaurants. 

 

Q: Where did you go to college? Why 

should Crockett students consider it in 

the future?  

A: I went to the University of New 

York at New Paltz, and I went to 

graduate school at Queens College 

in New York. College is a wonderful 

experience. It's a place where 

students will blossom. During my 

college, I learned the strategies to 

become a good teacher. 

 

Q: Do you like to travel? What’s the 

coolest place you have ever been? 

A: I love to travel. My family and I 

have been lucky to have the 

opportunity to go to Europe and 

parts of Asia. My favorite and 

coolest place is Mexico. 

 

Q: What will you miss about Crockett 

A: I will absolutely miss my students 

and my coworkers. They have made 

a difference in my life.  

 

Q: What is the best piece of advice you 

can offer all of us? 

A: Never stop learning. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uSN-MCy7UgfmgyKbnwiyrxtYNP2TaqHfXr4Sm8MyEfY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uSN-MCy7UgfmgyKbnwiyrxtYNP2TaqHfXr4Sm8MyEfY/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xerDV5PQKzuhmk_CylMv7VlopvnAlKFc
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A: I know this will sound boring, but I would probably say salad with some bacon on it; that would be 

good. 

 

Q: If you won a trip to the moon, would you take it or sell it? 

A: I would definitely take a trip to the moon. 

 

 

Q: If you could say something to your 7th grade self, what would it be? 

A: I would probably say keep working hard, keep your eyes up; things get better. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite thing to teach in science? 

A: Definitely ecology. 

 

Q: What’s your favorite thing about online teaching? 

A: Getting to show off my animals at home. 

 

  Rocket League by Jarrett Kane 

 
 

 

Rocket League is the most enjoyable game I have ever played! I have about 2 ½ years of 

experience, and I am currently sitting at rank Gold 1.  Rocket League has been around 

for almost six  years; it came out on July 7th of 2015. I started playing on Christmas 

day, 2019. If you haven’t played Rocket League before, here are some basic things for 

you to know about the game. There are 22 ranks starting from Bronze 1 all the way to 

SuperSonic Legend which is the highest overall rank in Rocket league thus far. 

        The rules of the game are fairly simple; it is basically Soccer with RC cars as the 

players. In Soccer, if you are offside, it's a penalty. But in Rocket League, you are free 

to roam the entire field which makes  the game more interesting, You are not just 

playing a 1v1, you can pick between 1v1, 2v2, 3v3 or 4v4 in either the Casual or 

Competitive level. You may be thinking “What's the difference between Casual and 

Competitive?”  There is a pretty significant difference, in Casual you can be ranked with 

any opponent at any skill level. For example, if you are ranked at Bronze 3 you can be 

put into a game with any person at any skill level they may be at, You may not know it, 

but you could be placed with a teammate who is over the rank of Diamond, or you could 

be put with someone who is currently “rankless” which means you are not even at Bronze 

rank. 

          In Competitive, EPIC Games goes by how good you are at the game of Rocket 

League, so you could be ranked at Silver 2 currently and be faced with either a 

somewhat higher ranked opponent or the same rank you are at, The best decision is to 

pick Competitive play. The controls of the game are simple, if you play on PS4/PS5 the 

controls are either single or double tap X to single or double-jump, hold circle to use 

your boost, square to make a quick recovery or “powerslide” and triangle does nothing. 

If you have any other Video game console such as an XBOX or Nintendo Switch the 

controls are practically the same just not X, Circle, Square and Triangle. 

Some other things about Rocket League you should know. Rocket League became free-

to-play on September 23rd, 2020 before being $20, Rocket League becoming  

 

 

Rocket League Continued 
 

free-to-play was probably the best decision ever! 

Over 1 million people all across the world 

downloaded Rocket League to their consoles. Isn’t 

that amazing!?  

 

I Hope my review of my favorite game of Rocket 

league inspires fans of soccer all over Crockett 

Middle School to download this game on any console 

you may have! (These are the consoles you can play 

on) 

● Microsoft Windows. 

● PlayStation 4. 

● Xbox One. 

● macOS. 

● Linux. 

● Nintendo Switch. 

● PlayStation 5. 

 

 

Book review by Joclyn Carty 

Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire is such a good book, it 

is definitely one of my favorites of the series. J.K. Rowling 

did a fantastic job with the book with all of the action and 

suspense. I think people should read the book because it 

gives you many different perspectives of different 

characters and allows you to learn about the many types of 

personalities and character traits of humans in general. For 

example, Harry is very brave, and he never gives up, and 

you might meet someone like that one day. Another reason 

why you should read the book is because it allows you to 

have a perspective on real life situations. For  example, 

when Harry had no choice but to compete in a wizard 

tournament, he did it,  and got through it. In real life, when 

you have a problem, you should always try your best to get 

through it, and you will eventually succeed at it. All in all, 

this is a great book because it teaches you a lot of stuff and 

it helps you think about real life situations from a whole 

different perspective. Finally, my favorite part of the book 

was when Harry and Cedric were teleported to the cemetery 

and Harry had to fight against Voldemort, and then take 

Cedric’s body back to the quidditch pitch and tell everyone 

what had happened. I like this part the most because it 

shows how strong and brave Harry was to fight against 

Voldemort, and then take not only his competitor, but his 

friend back and explain everything that went down. I rate it 

5 stars. 

 

 


